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FADE | N:

INT. JANIS CAR — DAY

JANI'S, a plain-looking girl in disheveled, "bag-|ady"
clothing, is sitting in her stationary car. She sighs as her
hands fidget on the steering wheel.

JANI S
(talking to soneone O S.)
| just don’t know why no one wi ||
talk to me. I'mnice enough, aren't

|? Gee, Ois. Sonetinmes | feel like
you're the only one who understands
me. I'mglad | have you...you re ny

best friend.

The shot switches to reveal to whomJanis is speaking. Her
conpanion is OTlS, a bobbl e-head dog doll. He nods.

JANI S
But really, Gis. Aml that
horri bl e?

Qis nods, causing Janis to frown and throw her hands up in
anger.

JANI S
Gis!

She sighs and | ooks at him a small smle breaking through
her frown. She |aughs as she grabs OQis and holds himto her
face.

JANI S
Oh, Ois. | could never stay nad at
you. Cone on, let's get you into
school

Janis gingerly places Ois in her bag before zipping it up
just as gently. She opens her door and starts to wal k towards
t he school

I NT. SCHOOL — DAY

Jani s wal ks through the hallway, her eyes focused on her
shoes. She | ooks up and sees a good-I|ooki ng football player
surrounded by girls pass her by. This is DEREK. A smle

bri ghtens her face, and she hastily snooths down her hair in
an effort to | ook attractive.



JANI S
H Derek! Nice weather we're..

Der ek ignores her and keeps wal king, the girls giggling.
Janis noves to her |ocker and opens it, only to have it shut
in her face. She | ooks up to see a cocky student with a smrk
on his face. This is MKE

M KE
(sarcastically)
Don't be late, Janis.

He throws his head back and | aughs as he wal ks away. Janis
frowms, her lower |lip trenbling. She opens the | ocker again,
pul s out all her things, and runs the other way.

INT. MR G BSON S CLASS — DAY

Janis sits in her desk, her head down as students throw wads
of paper and paper airplanes at her back and head. A powerful
| ooki ng man watches fromhis desk with an evil smrk on his
face. This is MR G BSON.

A group of students laugh in the corner as one of their group
heads towards her bag. He pulls it away from her and unzips
it, taking out Ois. He passes it fromone to the other as
Janis grabs for it.

JANI S
Stop it! Let himgo!

The students' laughter is cut short as G bson's hand shoots
out to grab Ois in md-air.

G BSON
Class is over.
STUDENT
VWhat? No, it's not...we still have

G bson holds up his finger as the BELL rings. The students
nerely shrug and gather their things, |eaving Janis al one.
G bson strokes Ois' head before placing himon Janis' desk
She gets up and starts to |leave after putting Ois in her
bag, but she is stopped by G bson's voi ce.

G BSON
Janis. Stay for a nonent. There is
sonmet hing you and I need to talk
about .



JANI S
I"msorry for the mess, M. G bson.
I woul d have picked up the papers,
but I don't want to be late for
cl ass, and, you know, with the risk
of paper cuts...

G BSON
VWhat ? No. That's not what | neant.
Janis...are you unhappy?

JANI S
vell, I -
G BSON
It's alright. I know your pain,
Jani s.
JANI S
l..
G BSON

Yes. Al you want is to be popul ar,
ri ght Janis? A chance to be the

it ogirl"?
JANI S
Yeah...1...l do.
G BSON
You see, Janis. | can give you al

that. Al you have to do is sign
this little paper and...

JANI S
The paper they threw at ne? | can
pick it up if you want. My nom says
that I...

G BSON
No! Forget the paper Janis. It’s
not i nportant.

Janis blinks and fixes himw th a quizzical | ook.
G BSON ( CONT.)
(still 1 ooking at Janis)
Oh Landry! Cone here a nonent.

A boy slowy linps into the room a |arge hunchback causi ng
himto bend over slightly. This is LANDRY.



LANDRY
Master, is this the new sl a-

G bson fixes himwith a glare, eliciting an enbarrassed
chuckl e from Landry.

LANDRY ( CONT. )
...Recruit?

G BSON
Yes, Landry. This is she.

JANI S
(on the verge of
recogni zi ng Landry)
I know you! Didn’t you graduate
a few years ago or sonething?

LANDRY
(nervously)
You nust be thinking sonmeone
el se.

G BSON
(i gnoring Janis)
Landry, do you have the papers?

JANI S
Papers? There are sone -

LANDRY
Yes naster.

Landry funmbles in his pockets before he finally finds what
he’s | ooking for. He takes out a fol ded piece of pink paper
and hands it to Janis. G bson raises a brow at the object and
coughs as if in query.

G BSON
(tiredly)
Landry...why is the paper pink?

LANDRY
There was no white paper left,
Mast er .



LANDRY ( CONT.)
(rmuttering)
Because soneone forgot to go to
O fice Mx.

G BSON
O course. Now come, Janis.
Si gn these papers, and everything
will be fine. You can have
everyt hing you have ever wanted!
Popul arity, friends, boys...

JANI S
(excitedly)
Really? | can have all that? How?

G BSON
Let’s just say | have powers.
Evil powers.

Janis stares at himin confusion.

JANI S
VWhat ?

G BSON
From down bel ow.

JANI S
Um ..

G BSON

I m Beel zebub

Jani s scratches her head quizzically, nouthing the word.

G BSON

Sat an.

Janis still | ooks confused.

G BSON

The devil, for goodness sake!
JANI S

Oh!
G BSON

(asi de)

| suppose we all know who isn't
in the honors cl asses.



JANI S
Is there a catch?

Landry | aughs sardoni cally, earning another glare from
G bson.

G BSON
Catch? OF course not. But | am
obligated to informyou that, when
sign this docunent. Well, | wll
own your soul

Derek wal ks by the open doorway. Janis is only focusing on
hi mas her hand sloppily signs the docunent.

JANI S
Yup, yup. Signing the docunent. Got
it.

G bson smirks and throws his head back in an evil |augh as
Jani s hands hi mthe paper.

G BSON
Everyt hi ng appears to be in order,
t hen. Have a good day Janis. A very
good day. Landry will escort you to
your | ocker.

LANDRY
(rmuttering)
“Landry this! Landry that!”

He | aughs evilly as Landry nods and |inps over to Janis. He
t akes her el bow to take her out of the classroom Once they
exit, G bson noves to the window, his hands in front of his
face in a devious gesture.

G BSON
Yes. Everything appears to be
in order. EVIL ORDER

He | aughs mani acally, halting suddenly to stroke his chin.

G BSON
Evil order? Now that wasn't very
good.

I NT. ELEVATOR - DAY

Janis and Landry stand in the elevator, corny elevator nusic
pl aying in the background. She raises a brow and | ooks at him
every once in a while, but Landry nerely shifts unconfortably
off in his owm little world.



The doors open and Landry gestures for Janis to exit.

LANDRY
Goodbye Jani s.

He shakes his head as the door closes. Janis nerely shrugs
and begins to wal k away. She passes a janitor, AL BROW,
whose eyes follow her before focusing on the el evator. He
shakes hi s head.

MONTAGE - JANI S BECOVES POPULAR
-- Janis, still wearing a simlar outfit, is |laden with many

books as she hurries into school fromher car. Inmediately, a
group of students flock around her.

STUDENT 1

Oh Janis, let ne get that!
STUDENT 2

No! | want to carry her books!

Jani s gingerly hands over her books, |ooking over her
shoul der as the group follows her into school.

-- Janis wal ks into the lunchroom frowning when she sees
there is no place to sit. The students see her and start to
push each other off the benches to nake roomfor her. A group
of cheerl eaders and football players wave her over. Janis

| ooks behind her, certain they were referring to soneone

el se.

She carefully wal ks over and sits down where everyone starts
talking to her. Derek puts his arm around her, causing Janis
to smle widely. Al Brown watches fromthe corner, shaking
hi s head.

-- Janis, wearing nore preppy clothing, walks through the
mall with a group of cheerleaders. They point out stores and
pul I Jani s inside.

-- Janis, wearing clothing that mrrors the popular girls’
style exactly, walks down with hall with Derek on her arm
The cheerl eaders and football players wal k behind them

| aughi ng and tal king. The other students nove out of their
way reverently. Janis notices a smaller student with a | arge
backpack and nerdy gl asses, a FRESHVAN, struggling to open
his | ocker. The freshman finally opens it and starts grabbing
for his books. Janis smrks and wal ks over to him slanm ng
the | ocker shut in his face.



JANI S
(sarcastically)
Don’t be | ate!

Jani s laughs, as do the other popul ar kids and Derek. The
freshman | ooks at her in horror, his lower lip trenbling

bef ore he breaks into sobs and runs down the hall. He al nost
runs into Al Brown, who sighs and shakes his head as his gaze
fixes on Janis.

I NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

A group of teachers sits around a table, folders and papers
strewn in front of them G bson sits with his hands fol ded
neatly in front of himon top of a folder. One man, obviously
in charge, stands in front of the group talking. This is
MORRI S.

MORRI S
Next order of business. |I'mafraid
it concerns you, M. G bson. It
appears as if we're going to have
to cut all your AP cl asses.

G bson smirks and waves his forefinger and mddle finger in
front of himin one fluid notion.

MORRI S
VWhat | nean to say is, we'll be
doubl i ng your salary. This neans
that we will be cutting M.
Gblins.
G BLI N stands up.
A BLIN
Hey! You can’t cut ny salary! |
won’t give up ny hard-earned noney
to -
G bson smrks again and repeats the notion

A BLIN
kay, sounds fair to ne.

G bson repeats the notion, gesturing to the whole room A
tall teacher, WAl SGERBER, stands up

WAl SGERBER
You can have mine too. And ny car.

G bson waves his fingers again, knocking over a man’s coffee.
The man stands up and shouts. This is JEAN



G BSON
(smi rking)
| love departnent neetings.

I NT. HALLWAY - DAY

G bson casually struts down the hallway, the doors and

| ockers thrown open magically and violently as he passes
them Teachers and students peer out of the doors in shock.
The door to G bson’s roomopens slowy, and he enters, the
door closing behind himjust as slowy as it opened.

As the door closes, Janis enters the hallway. She is foll owed
by a group of popul ar kids. The freshman she terrorized
earlier energes froma door. Upon seeing Janis, he shrieks
and runs down the hall. He slans into a | ocker opened in

G bson’ s wake, and sonmething falls out. Janis notices and

wal ks over to it only to realize it’s Qtis. She gasps and

pi cks himup, throwng himinto the | ocker and slamming it
shut. The group gathers around her.

POPULAR G RL
Hey Jan, what was that?

JANI S
Not hing...l- | have to go.

Janis turns and runs down the hallway.
INT. MR G BSON S CLASS - DAY

G bson sits at his desk with a smrk on his faces, his hands
hel d before himw th pal ns pressed together. Landry stands to
his right, shifting fromone foot to the other.

G BSON
So, mnion, how are things going
with the Janis case?

LANDRY
Good, naster.
G BSON
Excellent. Al is going according

to plan.

G bson snaps his finger and the door opens, admtting a nan
holding a tray of drinks with a towel over one arm This is
BAKALE.

G BSON ( CONT.)
Ah, there we are. My vanilla coke,
if you wll.
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I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Janis and her popular friends sit in a group of desks. Two
popul ar girls, Ashley and Sunmer, are having a conversation
and everyone is listening to themintently. Janis becones

i ncreasingly bored and di sgust ed.

ASHLEY
And | said, “Un no way does that
lipstick match that purse!” Can you
believe it? | al nost died!

SUMVER
No way!
ASHLEY
I know
SUMVER
Ugly people should just stay hone.
ASHLEY
So true!
DEREK
Yeah.

Jani s stands up suddenly and hurries out of the classroom

JANI S
(over her shoul der)
| have to go.

Her friends | ook after her in confusion. Ashley and Sumrer
shrug before resum ng chatter.

Janis runs to her |locker and flings it open, panicking when
she doesn’'t see Qtis inside.

AL
Looking for Otis?

She turns in surprise when she suddenly hears someone speak
behi nd her.

JANI S
How did you...?

AL
Let’s just say | have some powers
of ny own.
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JANI S
Huh?

AL
(handi ng her Qi s)
Here’'s your friend, Janis. And
remenber Qtis isn’'t the only one
who needs a friend.

Janis | ooks at Gis for a nonent.

JANI S
Thank you. ..

Janis |1 ooks up, but Al Brown is nowhere to be seen. She
furrows her brow and gingerly holds OQis to her chest as she
wal ks away.

I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

G bson sips on his vanilla coke |anguidly, Landry staring at
the drink with thirst. The door sw ngs open to adnmt a

di straught Janis. Landry is caught off-guard, but G bson
nerely slowy | ooks up from his beverage.

G BSON
Yes, Jani s?

JANI S
I don’t want to be popul ar anynore.
Qis and | have drifted apart, and
things are just...bad.

G BSON
Are you asking ne to break our deal
Jani s?

JANI S
Yes?

G BSON
Hn..well, Janis. Then it’s done.
You can have your unpopul arity
back.

Jani s beans and cl aps her hands together.

JANI S
Oh, thank you so nuch!

G BSON
But | get to keep your soul
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Janis’ face falls, and she | ooks bew | der ed.

JANI S
VWhat ? But. ..

G BSON
That was the deal, Janis. Now
run al ong. Landry, show our guest
t he way out.

LANDRY
(nmuttering sarcastically)
Yes, master. O course, master.

Landry grabs Janis’ el bow and forcibly escorts her out the
door.

G BSON
Goodbye, Janis.

I NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Jani s wal ks down the hallway the next norning. She waves to a
group of people, but they nerely roll their eyes and | augh as
they turn to talk to each other. Janis furrows her brow as
she noves to her |ocker. She struggles to openit, only to
have it shut in her face by Mke when she finally succeeds.

M KE
(sarcastically)
Don’t be late, Janis.

He | aughs and wal ks away, |eaving behind a very perpl exed
Janis. She sighs sadly and wal ks away as wel|.

MONTAGE - JANI' S BEI NG UNPOPULAR

-- Janis sits down in class, imediately hunching down in her
seat. A student |aughs as he crunples up a piece of paper and
throws it at the back of her head. Janis sighs.

-- Janis wal ks down the hall with many books in her hands. A
footbal |l players wal ks by and knocks them out of her hands,
I aughi ng and high-fiving his friends as he wal ks away.

-- Janis sits next to the group of popular girls in class.

JANI S
Hey guys!

The girls turn to ook at her with faces of disgust before
pi cking up their books and noving to another part of the
classroom Janis bites her |ip and | ooks down sadly.
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She gets up and wal ks out of the classroomwith a “Kick M~
sign on her back.

-- Janis wal ks into the cafeteria, holding her |lunch bag. She
tries to sit several places, but people nerely scooch over so
she can’t sit. Frustrated, she turns around suddenly, only to
knock right into Derek and spill his lunch all over him Her
eyes wi den in shock.

JANI S
Oh ny God, I'"mso sorry..

Janis turns and runs away, |eaving |aughing cheerleaders in
her wake.

| NT. HALLWAY - DAY

Janis runs down the hall, obviously distraught as she tangl es
her hands in her hair. She sniffs loudly as she tries not to
cry. She turns the corner, only to see Landry dragging a

| arge bag up the hallway. He linps and nutters as he works,
not noticing Janis.

LANDRY
Stupid G bson. “Landry, Landry,
Landry.” Every day. Every night.

Janis slowy wal ks up to him tapping himon the shoul der. He
junps in surprise, dropping the bag and causing its contents -

dolls - to spill out onto the hallway fl oor.
JANI S
I"’msorry! | didn't nean to...I

just saw you, and | thought. ..
are those dolls?

LANDRY
(irritably and
sarcastical ly)

Are those dolls?

JANI S
Vel ?
LANDRY
(angrily)

Now nove. The naster needs
hi s nmerchandi se.

JANI S
Wai t!
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Janis reaches for his arns as he starts to wal k away. She

| ooks up to see Al Brown at the end of the hallway holding a
nop. He nods to her before resuming to nop. She nods back in
under st andi ng.

JANI S
(warm y)
Are you hungry?

I NT. UNDER STAI RWELL - DAY

Janis sits with her legs folded and a sandwi ch in her hands.
Landry sits across from her awkwardly, fidgeting every now
and then. She hands himhal f her sandw ch.

JANI S
So now no one will talk to ne,
and when they do...it’s only to
make fun of ne. But it doesn't even
matter because | don’t have ny
soul. You need to help nme get it
back!

LANDRY
| see what you nean, but | can’'t.
Mast er woul d never listen to ne.

JANI S
Pl ease, you have to try! This
whol e not having a soul thing
is horrible! | feel worse than
before! Ten times worse.

LANDRY
Alright, alright. Gve ne sone
time to think it over

Janis nods and takes a sip fromher juice box. Landry | ooks
up suddenly.

LANDRY
| have it! Yes, this will work
just fine.

INT. MR G BSON S CLASS - DAY

Janis wal ks into class gloomly, sitting down. G bson smrks
at his desk as students begin to pelt Janis w th paper
airplanes and roll ed-up paper balls.

G BSON
We have nore paper up here,
chil dren.
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Jani s | ooks down sadly.

JANI S
...l have to go!

She stands up hurriedly, gathering her books and snatching a
roll ed-up pink piece of paper surreptitiously.

G BSON
Oh, and we will all mss you,
Jani s.

He | aughs evilly as she exits the room Before she exits, she
turns to see Landry sitting in the corner. He smles for the
first time, and she smles back before resum ng her gl oony
expr essi on.

I NT. HALLWAY - DAY

She slowy wal ks into and down the hallway before she quickly
noves to hide behind a set of |ockers. Unfolding the paper,
she | ooks down at the contract. She smiles widely and starts
to run down the hallway.

I NT. RAMP - DAY
Jani s wal ks down the ranp. She starts as she sees Al Brown

standing in the alcove but smles when she realizes who it
is.

AL
So you got the contract back,
did you?

JANI S

(per pl exed)
Yeah. .. but how did you...?

AL
| told you Janis. | have sone
powers of ny own. So, what
are you going to do with it?

JANI S
Burn it, | guess.

AL
No, no. You can’t burn sonething
like that. 1'lIl take care of it.

Jani s shrugs and hands it to him He places it into his nop
bucket and pushes the nmop down. When he lifts it up, the
contract is gone. Janis opens her nmouth in shock.
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JANI S
But how did you...?

AL
Ad janitors’ trick. Now here,
I think you m ght need this.

Janis | ooks down to see Ois in her hands. Wen she | ooks up
to ask Al Brown about it, he has di sappeared. She | ooks
around cautiously before she turns around. Landry is wal ki ng
towards the | obby with a suitcase on it that says “Hollywood
or Bust”. She runs towards him

JANI S
Where are you goi ng?
LANDRY
My work here is done. |I'm
| eavi ng town. Never to return.
JANI S
But why?
LANDRY

| just told you. Goodbye, Janis.
He continues to linp away.

JANI S
Wait! Before you go..

Janis holds out tis to him He stares at the dog for a
nonent before taking it and starting to pet its head,
marveling at the way it noves back and forth.

JANI'S (CONT.)
Hs nane is Ois.

LANDRY
Qis...yes...

Landry starts to wal k away again, holding Qtis carefully and
murnmuring to himunintelligibly. Janis |aughs warmy and
starts to walk dowmn the hall with a spring in her step

INT. MR G BSON S CLASS - DAY

G bson is alone as he cooly sips another vanilla coke,
staring at the wads of paper that still litter his floor.

G BSON
Landry never was a very good
henchman anyway.
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He thinks for a noment before snapping his fingers.

G BSON
Hof fman. | need this ness cl eaned
up pronto.

HOFFMAN, a crazed teenager, happily scurries into the room

HOFFIVAN
Yes, master! Pronto.

He | aughs happily as he begins to pick up the paper. G bson
smrks as he takes another sip from his beverage.

G BSON
I love ny job.

FADE OUT



